Box «6 
Ketchikan, Alaska 
October 18, 1941 


Dy. B.S. King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 
Near Everett, 

Your letters have always received, and deserved, more 
than an average welcome. But this last one even went beyond 
all expectations. Sure do thank you for the supplementary 
check. It came at just the right time’and in the right way 
to really solve some of our problems. I have written Mr. 
Scheide expressing similar sentiments, but I feel that for 
us you are as deserving as he of our gratitude. 

Meant to write anyway and tell you that we did enjoy your 
visitt and to hnvite you back when we're more settled. ‘We 
sure enjoyed the trip to Sitka, and feel’much more at home 
in Alaska now. 

“ilber and Monia Randall passed through on the way north. 
Wis car was on the following boat, and at our insistence, they 
stopped with us untillit came through. I didn't intend to 
speak tor you, but IT told Yilber that I didN't think you would 


mind; so if you do, I guess T'a better be the goat. Anyway we 


‘sure enjoyed their visit. 


Had a big storm night before last which broke up our big 
“pont window in tne auditorium, and smashed the garage aoors, 
“May nave some difficulty in xetting the glass. It will have to 
come trom the states. In the meantime its boarded up. 


Thanks again. Ruth aa in sending our best- 
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November 24, 1941 


ATRMA 


Rev. Wr. James W. Hall 
Ketchikan, Alaska 


Dear James: 


I have just returned from a trip through the Southwest 
with your Dad. As you know it will not be necessary for me to say 
that it was a great trip snd I thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated — 
his fellowship. 


Among other things that we telked about he spoke to me 
about your venture in the boat field. He said thet you had purchased 
a boat costing some $280. end that you were paying for it in monthly 
payments. 1 wes very much disappointed to hear that you had gotten | 
involved for the boat. In fact, I cannot approve of this transaction — 
at all. It does not seem just to you or fair to us that you make 
this investment in a boat until your debts are taken care of. If 
you are able to pay $15’ or $20. a month additional on the purchasing 
of a boat I feel that it would be only right thet you give that money 
to your creditors. I am, therefore, going to esk you to cancel this 
trade if it is at all possible. If you insist on going through with 
the trangaction then I feel that we will not be able to help you in 
the future in clearing yourself of your indebtedness. In other words, 
if you care to take the whole matter under your own control, then, 
of course, that is your privilege. All that I heve been trying to do end 
all that I want to do is to help you. I am not losing any confidence 
in you, Jimmy, over this transaction but 1 am certainly disappointed. 


I hope you will try to make the necessary adjustments and 
cancel your boat transection snd pick up edditionsl payments on your 
indebtedness. 


Several weeks ago I wrote to you asking for information 
regarding the cost of paving in front of our property there in Ketchikan. 
I heve not yet heard anything from you. Please take care of this matter 
immediately and send the information. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK:McE 


Nov. 29, 1v4l. 
Box 40 
Ketchikan, Alaska. 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y.° 


Dear Everett, 


The mail has just come in--than«xs for the clipping. It did 
look mighty good to both of us. 


Your other letter came too. I'm rather at a loss as to 
Just what to say. Of course we're suprised. If we had expected 
you to feel as you do, we would never have gotten into the boat 
business. But may I hasten to say that I feel you are entirely 
just anf right. And we will endeavor to clear up the matter as 
soon as possible, and get rid of the boat. 


But I would like a word in which to explain a bit. I think 
everyone needs some sort of outside interest and pleasure. For 
us here in Ketchikan the logical answer was to have a boat so 
that we might not be tied down or rather confined to the town 
alone for our bit of Alaskan scenery. We like it fine here-- 
but there is a certain independence that comes with a boat that 
we wanted--that we wanted so much that we put all our spending 
money into the monthly payment of this boat. So we have eaten, 
paid our utilities, and our other smaller necessities--and in 
place of a show or a soft drink occasionally we have bought a’ 
boat. And there's Little overstatement there. Thas had been all 
our little plleasures, and some scrinping--but we were enjoying it. 


“ell, there were our reasons for getting into a boat deal. 
They are not arguments for we have none. We feel that you are 
entirely right, and deeply regret stepping over the line so soon. 


"We bought the boat from an old man--who has now gone South tar 
the winter, leaving us to clear up a large doctor bill for him. 
T cannot in fairness write and tell him that his boat and his 
bills are here in Alaska waiting for him with none to care for 
either. So now as soon as is possible I wiil sell this boat. 
Luckily I have clear title to it and can do so. However selling 
a boat takes alittle time. So I cannot write to say that it 
igs no longer ours just yet. But I will take the best price I 
can get and get out from under. Will let you know as soon as I 
have anything to report. And will take ail steps to remedy this 


whole unfortunate situation. 


re you that there is no rancor or resentment on 
our part. We regret an unfortumate, and perhaps slightly thought- 
less, incident. And purposefully hope that the future won't find 
me throwing my head and getting over tne traces again. 


May I assu 


I hope that by now you have received my other letter con- 
cerning the paving bill etc. I have been able to find a stove 
that promises to be satisfactory for $50.00, and am doing as 
much off the installation as I can do. Thus we should come out 
fairly well on this transaction. 


Coid weather is beginning to make itself felt. Today we 
climbed awhile and found snow to our knees. We Like¥ the country 
better all the time. And will endeavor to be more deserving 
OF nourvplace an it: 


With all respect and regard, 


Sincerely, 


¢ 


pan 


m Specific Work Office 1-193 (F.K.). 


Rev. James W. Hall November, 191 
Ron L669" 
Ketchikan, Alaska 


Rev. James W. Hall was born in Weatherford, Texas, He is married, 

Mr. Hall received his B.A, degree from Macalester College in 1939, 

He also took two years of work at the Presbyterian Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, Illinois, | tA 

He was ordained by Rio Grande Presbytery in July, 191. 

Mr. Hall did sumer conference work for the Board of National Missions 


during the summers of 1936 to 19,0. He also supplied the church at 
Wink, Texas from May until August, 19). 


He began work at Ketehiken, Alaska September 1, 19), 


When asked "What led you to become a missionary?" Mr. Hall replied; 


"Because my father is a Sunday school missionary (Rev. Ralph Hall) 

in a sense I grew up in the work. From him I inherited the love 

of the range, the open country and feeling for the people who go to 
make up these still more or less frontier commmities, So when at 
Jast 1 fully decided to enter the ministry, for me there was no 
hesitation, practically no choice = the missionary field was my place.” 


Following is a brief description of Mr, Hall's present field; 


"Ketchikan, Alaska is the entrance city for Southeastern Alaska, in- 
_ deed for practically all of the territory, Thus through it pass and 
‘Stop all kinds and descriptions of people, eae ene 


"The population is predominantly white « and the natives have very 
_ Little to say in civic matters. The natives! principal income is 
_ from fishing ~ aw is much of the Territory's, Our work is with the 
natives, though wo have a few whites in the church. The natives are 
_ made up of three tribes, each having its own language and characteristics, 
_ but all have intermarried and are congenial. They are fine people, 
sensitive, intelligent and quick to learn. Musical ability is a 
natural endowment and musical enterprises are quickly taken up. one 
 conmat say that they greatly differ from the whites, yet we are con~ 
_ stantly forced to realize that their ways are not our ways, nor their 
thoughts our thoughts. ‘ Pat erat es 


+ 


"The greatest hindrance to the work, to the people thensal 8, is liquor. 


It is the bane of the Indian's existence. Its presence brings sorrow into 
the best of the families, end added trouble to even the worst, hil ALE 


to provide other and wholesome interests for these our people, and to 
aid in building spiritual foundations that temptation cannot shake, 
To this end our church building is open for some activity every night 


"The chief task, then, as we see it, is, to the best of our ability, eee 


of the week except Thirsday and ping pong tables, ote. are available eae $4 


" sow 


\ Life 4 story Rev. James W. Hall, contd, 

\ "Saxman is a small Indian village two miles from Ketohiken, It 
ca At is almost wholly under the power of liquor, Our church building 
Me there burned last year, but we hope to rebuild this coming Spring. 
The above statements may apply there as well aw to Ketchilan., At 
present its interested people come in to town for the services here." 


ee 


December 1, 1941 


ATRMAIL 


Rev. dr. James W. Hall 
Ketchikan, “leska 


Dear Jimny: 


4 was gled to get your letter and to note that you sre making 
plans to change the heating arrangements for the church and mense. I 
am sorry thet we are not in e position to offer you some finencial 
assistance but I suggest that you appeal to the church and solicit 
funds from them for installing the new burners. Certeinly the locel 
church should be interested to the point of giving for this cause. 


I am glad you got the picture aud thet you like it. It wes 
@ joy to send it, 


I wish you would write me a story about your work in Ketchiken 
giving me facts and figures about attendance and so on since your 
érrival. I need this information. 


Cordially yours, 


EBX :McE 


December 5, 1941 


Rev. Mr. James We Hall 
Ketchikan, Alaska 


Dear Jimmys 


I received your good letter written November 29th and was very 
glad to get it. I appreciate your fine spirit in regard to the 
boat. I realize full well that a minister or any person should 
have some hobby to ride or some toys to play with. The ministers 
in Alaska need some type of diversion to keep themselves alive on 
the inside so I am not bittering my criticism of what you have 
done neither have I lost any confidence in you for the transaction, 
I am glad, however, that you see my viewpoint and that you are 
willing to dispose of the boat. Later on, after you are on top 
ef the world financially, I think it would be a wise _ for you 
to make such an investment and to enjoy. yourself. 


Cordially yours, 


EBK shicE 


Box 40 
Ketchikan, Alaska 
Dec. 23 , 1941 


Dr. E.B. King 
156. FLPthvAve. 
New York, N 4a a 


Dear Everett, 


You have asked for a report on my work. Here it is as best 
aa DE can sive Lt. 


Beginning with regular services and general program. 

On Sundays we have two services and Sunday School. The 
morning service attendance has dropped some since winter has 
come, and we now have 5-15 present. They are usually the same 
ones or from the same general gioup. The offering for the morning 
is good, sometimes as meh as the evening. Sunday School has an 
enrollment of 35, with about 30 present usuaily, though attendance 
has swelled with the approach of Christmas. The children are 
responsive and quick to learn, but our lack of responsible workers 
is a great drawback. At present we, mainly Mrs. “all, are doing 
all the Sunday school work ourselves. After Christmas we have 
a promise of assistance froma capaple woman. Sunday evening ser- 
vices are the best attended of any church meeting. There are 
40-60 present, often some from otner towns on the coast. 


Week-day services: We have a boys club which meets Monday 
night for about two hours. We try to keep a close connection 
betwwea it and the Sunday School class, but any boy is welcome, 
and there are quite a few who as yet are not in S.5. who come 
regularly to the club. The boys have helped in such general 
projects as painting the ciurch floor, and are now busy in 
decorating the tree ec. for the Ciristmas program. On the same 
evening Mrs. Hail goes to the Gov. school and heips with a native 
girl scout troup, Many of these children aiso are in our 8.5. 
so that we have another contact there too. 

Tuesday night finds the ladies of the cnurch gathered for 
“omen's Missionary Society. At present they have about le regular 
members. They have taken over the responsibility of seeing that 
there is a gift and a bag of candy gor ewery child, aid with the 
aid of a box from the Woodland Church in Philadelphia and one 
from Marion Van@eVanter in Albuquerque they will wive the cnildren 
a good Christmas. In these weeks before Curistmas the choir nas 
been meeting twice a week. They have a difficult cantata to learn 
and sin.e this year is trapping year(every other year) many of the 
men are gone. One of the native teachers at the Gov. school 
is a fine pianist and he has b en playing for the choir. Mrs. 

Hall has been directing while the men are gone, and will sing 
with the group When the regular director returus today. The 
cantata will be presented the night of the ceth. 

wednesday night prayer meetings have been fairly weil attended, 
there being 5-15 present usually. I personally enjoy them very 
much and think that those who come uo also. We are at present 
studying the gospel of John. 

Thursdays, I teach two hours in tiie program of religious 


instruction of Public school students. I collaborate /ith 

the Methodist. minister in a class of seventh giaders anfl teach 
a group pf High School Juniors by myself. We have no regular 
church meetings on Thursdays. 

Fridays: Choir practice all evening. As sciool starts after 
the Hew Year I will be able to have a hour each s:riday afternoon 
at the Gov. school for religious instruction. Final arraggements 
are not yet made but I think it;will be from one to two. 

saturdays: no regular church meetings. 


The Session meets at least once a month. The elders have 
all been very fine to work with, and are open ror suggestions. 
However something entirely new usually doesn't get far. Any- 
tuing and everything that is an innov ation meets peepee: 
statement " We've never done it that ways", and the Impiied 
addition that they won't. Not only in the Session but all the 
church reacts just this way. Not that this is any great complaint, 
for I'm no radical, I hope, and usually the way it has been done 
sults me. But that is just one of tne tunings we've learned. And 
that was the fateof the "Cottage Brayer Meeting" that you had 
suggested. The eldeis like position, but not responsibility. ’ 
But all in all they are a fine group and each one individually 
is a good example for all who know him. 


Dec. 2z, L941 


Borry for the lapse of time, but interruptions came in, 
including Christmas, and this is the first chance I've had. In 
the meantime your letter concerning the plans for the church has come 
and the writtea addition asking about this so I'll get at off 
posthaste. I don't know how hasty that will be for the dock is Still 
filled with mail that hasn't yet been brought into the P.O. and 
no noe knows when the voats will come or go. So we'il just hope 
for quick Ssenvacce-. 


The financial condition of the church at present is good 
enough. We've had help in putiing in the stove. But have painted 
the floor, at the urgent request or tne ladies, and during the 
month of Dec. will have had considerable outlay for Christmas. 
The bills are not in yet and the accounts not blanced, but am 
sure that if collections do not drop too mich from now on that 
we'll casily be abie to meet all needs and send at least a $100. 
to the Board on my salary for this year. We may have to go in 
for some rather extensive roof repairing this spring as some old 
and ever troublesome leaks have reappeared with renewed vigor. 

As I survey the work done I feel that I have not yet begun 
to do all that can be done. I can see several points where I 
can at present do more. My calling needs to be wade iess sketchy 
and put on more of 4 regu.ar vrogram basis. But in much of my 
contact work, I always feel that there is yet too mich that I 
don't understand about these people. ,Time already has done much 
to aid in mutual understanding, and I m hoping will do a great 
deal more in the next few months. My own opinion is that I ~ 
work most successfuily on &@ fellowship basis-- and so far I've 


not been able to establish that as fuily as I want to and 
need to, both for the success oi the work and my own personal 
happiness and satisfection. 


Thus as I’ Loox back on the events olf the past four months 
t see much to be desired, but also a guod deal that must be_ 
classed as"education by experience". We have learned a good 
deal about these people with whom we work. +«ave learned to 
respect them ‘or all their good qualities, and for their many 
capabilities and talents. Have earned too, we hope, a bit more 
of tolerance for other viewpoints aud ways of doing things. Ana 
most of all we have learned of the joys of doing a little, and 
too of the importance of the little things in the ways of co_ng 
it. As a newr year comes we plan for it to poring forth more » 
work of a better quality from us, and pray that its results may 
be more than worthy of the work because of the blessing of the 
Lord.Whom we all serve. 


sincerely, 


arnee WW: Mare 
6 


Merry Christmas, Dear Friends: 


in the still radiance of a starry night a Babe was 
born in a manger----and the whole world was chanced. 
Once again we celebrate that anniversary, and the joyous 
hristmas spirit fills us everyone, 


Won't you then join us here at the Presbyterian 
Church in observing Christmas through these special pro- 
zrams and services? 


SUNDAY, Dec. 21 
11:00 A.M. "The Christmas Quest’ 
Pao rc Ms Service of Consecration and Holy 
Communion,. 


CHRISTMAS EVE 
{aor bells Sunday School Program, Carols by 
the choir, The Christmas Tree. 


CHRISTMAS DAY 
TAO Boies The Christmas Service 
Sermon:. "No Blackout in Bethlehem") 
A special Christmas offering-—"In 
he time of gifts let us not neglect 
our Church", 


SUNDAY, Dec. 28 
11:00 A.M. "A Happy New Year". 


7:30 P.M, The Christmas Cantata''+~-~The Choir 
Director: Frank Williams; 
Pianists: Francis Demnert 


eesem@eeweeeseeneesvoe 


Perhaps one should not say "Merry Christmas" ‘this 
year--~instead of ansel voices singing "Glory to Goda"! 
there are the tread of armed men and the roar of bombs 
across the earth, anc half our world is starkly facing 
famine and death. &0, how can anyone be merry? 


Yet our sea and mountains, trees and snow and sky-—=— 
these are peaceful... 


And the Church has yet a bright and shining lisht 
to hold aloft in a dark world. We can have peace that 
passeth understanding, Peace of heart and quietness are 
possible to those whose minds are stayed on God; 

May He tive you that peace and may He fill you with 
an unfadins hope for a better day, 


Sincerely, | 


<a 
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“And He shall reign forever and ever Cg [ is{nias ulletin 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 


Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah!” 


a 


“Holy Child of Bethlehem, 
scend on us, we pray. 

Cyt out our sins and enter in, 

Be born in us today.” 


Che Christmas Story 


For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the Babe wrapped in ; 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a 
multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good-will toward men. 


And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. And they 
came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told 
them concerning this Child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things 
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and ponder- 
ed them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it-was told unto them. 


Genuine Christmas Foy 


What is Christmas Joy? It is the joy born with the Christ Child of Bethlehem. 
It is the joy of the Christ Man of Jerusalem who taught the significance of giving, 
loving and sacrifice. 


Do we seek the Christmas Joy? Coupled with the real merriment which 


reminds us that there is time to laugh and play, time to renew old friendships and THE ARRIVAL OF THE SHEPHERDS 
strengthen home ties, and time for religious observance, should be the real feeling (From an Actual Woodcarving) 
of love in our hearts for the Christ who is the only source of supply for the joy 
the world needs. E . 

He is the supreme assurance of God’s good will toward men. He points to Joy to the world! the Lord has come! 
a genuine Christmas Joy. In Him there is no east, no west, no caste, no division. Let earth receive her king: 


All men, everywhere, are His own and if every heart, this Christmas time, will Let every heart prepare Him room, 
prepare Him room He will come and bring Faith, Hope, Love and Joy. 


Following the glorious example of Jesus and His matchless ideals, the Christ- 
mas King of Love, throughout each day of the year, will lead us to a life of joy 
and happiness just in so far as we bring our selfless love to mankind, and consecrate 
and devote our lives to the unfortunate, the underprivileged, the unesteemed, th: 
sinful and the sorrowing. For the spirit of Christmas is Love toward all people. 
Love that will help us truly say— 


“Joy to the world, the Lord is come. ‘ 
Let earth receive her king.” 


The inspiration of that first music, as heard by the shepherds in the solitude 
of the fields that holy night, is still an influence. It is this heaven-born blessing sen 
is felt so sincerely at Christmas time for it is the Christmas music ringing aroun . igte " 
the world that sabi hee one with ‘‘the folks at home’ and with the Church, that We are glad you are worshipping with us today. May the Lord grant 
makes the weary heart glow anew, that brings the happy tear to the eye. DA vn, you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
12B—381 . 


And heaven and nature sing.” 


Ketchikan, Alaska. 


Dr. E.B.' King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Everett, ; 


We have just received the check for February with the 
salary increase in effect and it was most welcome. I was 
writing to say that since this church could not send in any 
more money at present, I thought it would be best to pass the 
fifty dollars by. And then the check came. It seems that 
everytime we really need something it is provided, and this 
time was no exception. Thank you and the Board for undeserved 
but needed and much appreciated help. 


As you have no doubt noticed, I have not sent in any money 
from this church for the past two months. Nor any ti:is month. 
The 'winter money" is rapidly diminishing, and as yet there is 
no spring income. Prices are high and steadily going higher 
here, and I believe the people just do not have it. We are barely 
making expenses here, and sometimes not that. This monbh has 
been hard for church finances because one Sunday was given over 
to a sort of native preaching mission from the Metlakatla Pres. 
church and the collection was used to pay for their boat charter. 
But it was a good day and worth it. But I hope that things will 
pick up presently and that we'll be able to send something again 
soon. 


Enclosed is the paving bill. It has just come through, so 
I_11 send it on to you. 


I expect you are wondering about the boat. Well I'm stiil 
the owner. Have been trying steadily to find a buyer, but this 
has been and still is the slack season. And prices are away 
down too. ‘Several fishermen are selling out, being afraid to fish 
this summer, some others are in the army, and because of general 
uncertainty there a great many boats for sale, far more than 
usual, and no one buying. However I m still trying and will 
keep you advised. 


Been thinking about Bill Holland leaving. Hate to see 
him go. I know you must too. Everett, I don't want you to 
feel that putting my oar in too far-- but ¥ certainly sym- 
pathize with Bill. Iknow how he feels, and I know him and 
know that he has done good work there. He is doing as mc} 
or more there as I am doing here, probably more. This is 
sometires a very discouraging propositions you almost have to 
be here to realize how discouraging. The thing that has helped 
me most, that is from outside, has been talking with some of 
the other men who have had experience here. And it just occured 


to me that Bill has not seen one other minister since he has 
been in Alaska. He just missed kast Fall's gathering, and 
will go out about a week before Presbytery this spring. I 
think that he might feel differently if he had had a chance to 
talk with some of these men who have been in this work for 

a long time. I havetalked with some of his people from 
Klawock and they had very good things to say about him. I 
thing he has expected too mich, too quickly, and there has 
been no one to tell him that he is still doing all right. 

I do feel sure that finding a man to do his work there as 
well as he has done it won't be easy. None of tiis is 
particularly relevant, nor is it my business, but = do hate 
to see him go so soon, and I would hate to see him leave 
feeling that his work has been a failure when I know that 

it has been well done and consecrated by prayer and earnest 
effort. 


Incidentally if you're looxing for men this spring, 
‘HoyteKerr at Chicago is a good one. I&m not sure he is still 
interested, but he was last-year. 


Presbytery plans are not yet definite. Sam Johnson of 
Angoon has a new boat in Seattle and plans to bring it up 
sometime this week or next. I_m trying to catch him, and 
find out if he will use his boat to make the northern end 
of the trip. Anyhow. I'm sure something will work out and 
we'll be’ able to get together. 


Hope this finds you well and enjoying the work. 


Sincerely, 


< 


yt 


March 13, 1942 


Rev. James W. Hall 
Ketchikan 
Alaska. 


Dear Friend Jim: 


Thank you for your letter of March 4. I, 
too, am very sorry thet Bill Holland is not going © 
to stay. 


I appreciate fully the disccuraging situa- 
tion that he feces there. In all of Alaske I cannot 
think of a more difficult plees to work then where 
he is. It is certainly an up-hill pull all the 
time. Jimmie Thomson, Synodicsl Executive of 
Washington, hee told me he wants to place Bill on 
his return, so that rhen Bill returns te the United 


States he will have a work-out in ths State of Fash- 


se atsss one Oregon. 


I wish that : you gaurd saad me more ietopeas Sy 
tion monthly about. your activities and the program 
that you are carrying out. We are constantly in need 
of publicity items indicating what is going on in 
Alaska. I shall also appreciate it if you can send 
me detailed information about the Government work and 
ite" effect there on the Teland. 


" Thave the bill and will try te get ae . 
MONSY< : 


Cordially yours, 


_EBKsHH 
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Supplement to report for January 15--February "15, 1942, 


This past month has given more encouragement than some 
of those previous. The first week saw the obserwance of a 
Week of Prayer in the city of Ketchikan. This church co- 
operated with others in holding union services throughout 
the week. Two of the services were held here, and the people 
of this church responded to a large extent in attending the 
other services. Through the efforts of the ministerial 
association the various organizations in the city were induced 
to observe the week, which was heralded by the mayor's pro- 
clamation, and various ministers were invited to appear and 
lead them in meditation and prayer. I was invited to do so 
for the Chamber of Commerce and was well received. All in 
all the attendance and the spirit created were most satisfactory. 


A Boys Club has been under way in the church since fall, 


‘but it was not until this month that it really cam into its 


own with election of officers, self-government, and new 
membership. The old-timers of Alaska have a highly respected 
"Pioneer" organization. These boys have taken their name , 

and are endeavoring to lead the way to more inclusive fellow- 
ship and higher ideals. They have their own private club room 
and have constructed a demountable basketball backboard and 
basket in one end of the Sunday School room, thus making it 
double as gym and playground. They are responsible for its 
care and maintenance. While the club is directly sponsored 
by the church, its members are not limited to it, but come from 
all churches, all streets and backways of Ketchikan3; and for 
those who are not of any church there has begun a respect for 
the church and a feeling of being at home within its doors. 
Thus begun--who shall say where it may end? 


rhaps the most inspiring event of thé month has been 
the organization of the Junior Choir, made up of the older 
children of the Sunday Sthool with some few additions from 
the Boys Club. They sing for the Sunday morning service, and 
their's is a great addition to sp#rit or worship. They have 
their practice on Thursday nights followed by a game and 
play period for all. 


Efforts are being made towards a new chapel at Saxman, 
but as yet we have found no one who will undertake to supervise 
the building or estimate the cost in the face of such rapidly 
rising prices. 

We face the coming months with more confidence and hope 
that the Spring will see the work progressing more md more. 


Respectfully, 


James W. Hall 


[tehkedas, Aledo 
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"This past month has given more encouragement than some of 
those previous. The first week saw the observance of a Week of 
Prayer in the oity of Ketehikan. ‘This church cooperated with others 
in holding union services throughout the weeke ‘Two of the services © 
wore held here, and the people of this church responded to a large 
extent in attending the other services. Through the efforts of the 
ministerial association the various organizations in the city were 
induced to observe the week, which was heralded by the mayor's proclamation, 
and various ministers were invited to appear and lead then in meditation 
and prayer. I was invited to do so for the Chamber of Commerce and 
was woll received, All in all the attendaneos and the spirit created 
were most satisfactory. ) 


"A, poys' Club has been under way in the church since fall, 
but 4% was not until this month that it really came into its own 
with election of officers, self-government, and new mnenbershipe 
The old=timers of Alaska have a highly respected "Pioneer" organ= 
jgatione These boys have taken their name, and are endeavoring to 
lead the way to more inclusive fellowship and higher ideals, They 
have their own private club room and have constructed a demountable 
basketball backboard and basket in one end of the Sunday school | 
room, thus making it double as gym and playground. They are respon- 
sible for ite care and mintenance.e ‘While the club is directly 
sponsored by the church, its menbere are not limited to it, but cone 
from all churches, all streets and backways of Ketchikany end for 
those who are not of any church there has begun a respect for the . 
church and a feeling of being at home within its doors, Thus begun- 
who shall say where it may end? : eR ey 


"Perhaps the most inspiring event of the menth has been tho 


organization of the Junior Ghoir, made up of the older children 


of the Sunday school with some few additions from the Hoys' Clubs 
They sing for the Sunday morning service, and their’s is a great 
addition to spirit or worship. ‘They have their practice on Thurs- 
day nights followed by e game and play period for alle 
"“2fforts are being made towards a new chapel at Saxnan, 
but as yet we have found no one who will undertake to supervise the 
wuilding or estimate the cost in the face of such rapidly rising — 
pricese Ny. ; 


"ie face the coming months with more confidence and hope 
that the Spring will see the work progressing more and more. 


Respectfully, — 
- GAMES We HALL" 


On March 27 we had a church social and an informal 
congregational meeting to discuss the problem of church 
finances. The attendance was not what we had hoped for 
but the spirit was one of optinism and co-operation and 
the elders felt that it had been successful and the im- 
proving contributions bore out their belief. At this 
meeting old Mr. George Eaton who has been a church leader 
for many years made a speech. He said" My food friends, : 


I want to tell you a stopy, One day Mr. Porcupine was 
strolling through the woods when he met Mr. Wolf. Mr. 
Wolf rushed up and growled at him but Mr. Porcupine just 
stayed where he was and smiled. Mr. Wolf said,' You had 
better say your prayers for I am going to eat you up!}' 
But Mr. Porcupine just laughed and said 'Oh no, Mr. Wolf, 
I'm not afraid of you, you can t hurt me. I carry my 
armor whereverr 1 go', and when Mr. Wolf snarled and rushed 
at him he just curled up and no uatter how hard Mr. Wolf 
tried he could not get past his quills. Now my <riends, 
that is the way we should be as Christians. Put on the 
whole armor of God, and wherever we go we shall always 

be cared for. The wolf cannot bother us." 


On April 5th Nature co-operated and wehad the year's 
most beautiful@fClear and bright not a cloud in the sky, and 
fairly warm. And with such auspicious surroundings our 
services could hardly help being entirely satisfactory. 
It was'a blessed time for us all. Communion service on 
G od Friday night, and then Sunrise eervice Early Easter 
day, followed by a breakfast in tiie church. The Morning 
service was well attended and so was the Evening service. 
The Fev. George Beck spoke at the evening service. The 
Baster offering was over Forty dollars. 


The boys club id planning a camping trip rtor May ist 
approximately. Stange as it may seem some of them have 
never camped out and all are very excited about iL. The 
guestion of rationshas brought offers formeverything from 
ice-cream to a guanantee of venison by sundown by a 16 
year-oid. 


The choirs, Junior and Senior both presented special 
music for Easter were in a l#zge measure responsible for 
the inspirationalnandedevonhional atmosphere of the services. 
The Junior choir now have theér own robes. The money was 
furnished by-a fisherman in the church and the ladies and 
Vrs. Hall made the robes in time for Easter. 


In regard to the Army situation here--it seems to 
be well in hand. There are about in or near 
Ketchikan in tiie armed forces, of whom are Army men 
stationed «+ Si 2M «od the remaining MlMMere 
in the Coast Cuard. The men at the Island have two days 
a month free, but only 5% of the number is ever allowed 
to be away from the Island at one time. Thisimeans that 
there are never many men in town. And the Coast Guard 
has most of its men aboard ships and they are not often 
here. 

The new USO building is open 24 hours a day and at- 
tracts abmost all of the men who are in town. They have 
a good program of entertainment for every day, and always 
something special on the week-ends. Mr. Merle Scott, the 
director says that everything he could wish for in the way 
of co-operation has been given him vy the Army, the Coast 
Guard and the townspeople. 


A chaplain has recently veen sent to Anneéte Island, 
and from all reports he seems to be the man for the job. 
I have not yet had an opportunity to meet him, but hope 
to as soon as he comes in.from the island . He is a Pres- 
byterian incidentally. 


All of this end of the town, with the exception of this 
church and one or two other places, has been pleeédiinsa 
restricted idistrict by the Army authorities. This one 
action has made a great difference and everyone in this 
neifhborhood is pleased, with the exception of course of the 
liquor interests. 


When the troop ships go through and the men are re- 
leased from them for a few hours the town seems to have 
soldiers everywhere and the USO is packed full, But in 
ordinary course of the week we see very little of the so.- 
Gier or the sailor. They are kept busy these days, and when 
they are in town, a few at a time, most of them are found 
in the USO or the theatres. Very few in the bars. 

All in all-all seems to be well. 


Box 46 
Ketchikan Alaska 
July 10, 1942 


DrwiE. ‘Bs King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Everett, 
Hear that you are, or soon will be, in New Mexico, 
but I'll be surest of reaching you this way I guess. 
Hope you enjoy your stay down there. We'd sure like to 
make camp meetin§8s this year, and see you all for awhile. 


Things are going along all right here in Alaska as far 


as I can see. The church attendance is small as most of the 
people are busy and sway, but we manage to have a few pews 
full each Sunday. 


I am enclosing a check for $12.91 which was a 3% refund 
for prompt payment of the paving assessment. Also enclosed 
is the receipt. 


I had hoped to be able to write and say that Kirven was 
at least well’.on the way to being paid off. We sold our 
boat about two weeks ago to a carpenter here in town. He 
was with the civil service, making good wages and had quite 
a bit of back pay coming, so we took $70.00 with the under- 
standing that we would receive the balance by the first or 
very soon after. He started on a little vacation trip and 
I've not seen him since though I have heard directly that he 
ran the boat on the rocks on the west coast, had been able 
to make shore and was having it repaired, planning to come 
on in when possible. So that is the extent of the situation, 
If the boat is a total loss, I take the loss, unless he is” 
honest enough to make it good. My feeling is that he will, 
and I'm not particularly worried, but must wait until he 
comes in. 


Men are much needed here. Two months ago I was asked 
by the Independent Cannery if I would consider working as a 
mechanic for them during canning season. I said that I 
wouldn't be able to do it. Two weeks ago they asked me again 
saying that they really were short of men and needéd me. 
Since I had seen some of the men in Wrangell and found that 
they were facing the same situation, I decided to help out 
during the canning season. We:were able to make most agreeable 
arrangements--I am to be engineer on one of the cannery tenders 
carrying fish from the trap to the cannery. I will be home 
every morning until 11:00 or so and be back about midnight, 
and will be free on Sundays. So I am quite pleased as this 
will exable me to fill a place there and not neglect the church 
too much. 


‘wy 
ha | ee fa! 


On the strength of the need for workers, I wired 
Bill Clark in El Paso and he and his friend made a hurried 
trip and are here now working fér the same cannery. 


It is really nice to have someone from home up here. 
Ruth of course is much pleased, and we have enjoyed showing 
the boys some of the country. 


Hope you all have a good summer, have a good rest, and 


enjoy the camp meetings. Give our regards to Joe Evans 
if you see him. 


Sincerely, 


od 


Supplement to June Report. 


The morning service of May 17th was held in co-operation 
with the Methodist church in the absence of their pastor. 
rip: were held in their building and were well at- 

ended. 


All churches in the community close their evéning ser- 
vices for the High School Baccalaureate Service, and all the 
ministers usually take part or at least appear on the plat- 
form. This year the Senior class asked me to be the speaker. 
My title was "Answer to a Dream",my efforts were paishe well 
received. About 450 people were present. 


Young People's Conference was uncertain for quite some 
time but finally Presbytery authorized its meeting in Wrangell 
this year at the Government Institute. Due to the generosity 
and wholehearted co-operation of the Uffice of Indian Affairs 
particularly Mr. Hearst of the head office in Juneau, and Mr. 
George Barrett, superintendent of the school, we were guests 
of the school and received every consideration. For the lst 
time in more than two years this part of Southeastern Alaska 
was well represented by delegates to the conterence, Tiss 
church almost sent six young people and finally sent three. 
All in all we had 42 delegates and eight faculty members. 
Inview of the present situation and tLe transportation dif- 
ficulties, we felt that this was quite a good turnout. 

The conference was fine. A grand group of young people 
and a faculty that worked in harmony and willingness and 
co-operation. Mrs. Hall taught a class in"Brama in the Church" 
and her group put on a play which showed that their time had 
been well spent. My part consisted of the vesper services, 
with occasional help in the recreation. We had a fine response, 
from the grpup. Out of the total of 42 youn people we had 
10 first decisions(most of them white young people), 6 full 
time service declarations, and 1&8 reconsecration statements. 

As always new ties were formed, some ttitudes changed, 
ideals lifted higher, and hopes for the next year expressed 
pefore we boarded ships-one to go South, tne other North, 
yet together going the same great way, seeking the same final 
goal--the Aingdom of God on earth. 


Summer is here, and with it many other interests and 
activities for our people. Church will not have much of their 
time for the next few months. Seems that we can only do wvhat we 
ean and look for the coming of fall. Everyone is"busy, busy" 


this year. 


September Lo, lvse 


Dr. E.B. King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y; 


Dear Everett, 


Enclosed is the requested information for Mrs. MeEwen. 
sorry that it is behind schedule. 

Have heard that you might be coming this way sometime 
soon. Hope you do decide to come. It is still the same Alas&a, 
outwardly little changed in spite of its reputation at the 
present time. Ye have our problems both in the church and 
personally, but in this day--who has not? 


Had a letter from Ben Judd the other day saying thhat 
he thought that he would be coming to Wrangell. I am glad. 
i think he will do great work there-or wherever he mignt be. 


I am sure that you will be happy to know that +r. Kirven 
is paid in full. I am very grateful to you for makinginthat 
arrangement possible. 


Hope that you will be able to get the necessary travel 
authorization from the army in Seattle more quickly than 
most of our city school teachers. The superintendent and 
most of the otner teachers have been held in Seatile for weeks 
while the army checked their life history. The school board 
decided to begin school regardless and have léterally been 
requisitioning substitute teachers. iwiembers of both the 
army and navy have been released to teach and even I, 
against my better judgment and inclinations, am teaching. 

T am holding forth in High school Physics, Chemistry, and 
Biology. And I sure hope the Biology teacher especially 
arrives soon. We are expecting them all by the end of this 
week. Expecting--that's all. 


Communication here is limited, especially between our 
smaller towns. News travels slowly, indirectly,and often 
incorrectly. I realize that you are alreacy burdened with 
many troublesome minor details, but I snould lixe to make 
a request that will add one more to that number. I know 
that it would be greatly appreciated end also of great value 
if the men of the presbytery could be notified of changes 
in the personnel.of this Presbytery. ‘Ye do have matters 
of business that require our intercommunication, and for 
many of us, the news of a departure or an arrival of a 
minister comes only by word of mouth from the native 
travelers. I have just recently heard that Harry is headed 
for Fairbanks, and happen to know Judd, if he should be the 
one to follow Harry. But the other men do not, and will 
be long in knowing of his arrival and will still know no 
more than his name. J know that a bit of his background 
end notice of his appointment would be greatly appreciated, 


Hope to see you sometime soon.  ‘¥4 d g ee 


September 15, lvec 


The Effect of the Defense and military -ituation upon bhe 
Nork of the Ketchikan Mission Church. 


Perhaps the most direct way the present situation has 
made itself felt upon our work here has been through tha 
loss of influential men from the congregation. Usually 
our men are absent in the summer but here throughout the 
rest of the year. Now with so mich work going on, most of 
it away from Ketchikan, they are being kept out of town 
continually. Two of our elders, the choir director, and 
some other key men have already made arrangements to be 
away for many months. 


“i A feeling of general insecurity and unrest prevails 
here. It is not expressed in words so much as in the refusal 
to accept any continuing responsibility or make any com- 
mittments for the future months. "worale" itself is good, 
put underlying all is this ever-present expectation of 
change. 


Here in Ketchikan a large and well equipped USO center 

Ss maintained. It provides a splendid social scheduie, and 
recreational program. However, there is little or no eifort 
made to touch upon spiritual needs. And because of the 
denominational issue, a regular organized attempt may 

not be made by*anyone outside the organization. Efforts 

to interest the men by a coffee club--Sunday morning coffee 
and donuts in the building, thence to cnurch-any church-- have 
failed. 


Stn. _ Ay 
But very few at a time are given liverty or 
leave, thus there arenever very many in town at one time. 

I have made contacts with as many men as possible, have 

h2d occasional small delegations at services, and fairly 
freguent callers from the armed forces. 4 have made one 
Visit to’ the But all in all + regret to 
report that I do not feel that we, this church, are a 
particularly vital force among the military.men. One reason 
for this. might be that the men have been given to feel by 
other sources that this is a "native church", and as such 
not suitable for them. This does seem to be the case, 

and is’an effective barrier to some at least. 


4 


This in general is the situation here. It seems that 
T have mentioned only difficulties, andin truth I can see 
no particular advantages in the present state of affairs. 
Yet we are not by any means weighted down or inordinately 
discouraged by difficulties. We accept them onlyetocendeavor 
to go on the more strongly because of them. May we be so 
led that His strength and His Spirit mey be ours and our 


ie 
people's. ee 


B4wtteg 4) Rhala 
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Supplement to Report for August lb-September 15. 


The fishing season was at its height during the latter part 


of August. Most of our people, in fact all that were able-bodied, 


were working long hours, seven days a week trying to gel as 
many fish astpossibleoput up vefore the season closed. 
Consequently we had very few people at church, or even in town 
during this time. I was working myself, as were all the other 
ministers in town, trying to fill in wherever we were most 
needed. Men are still in great demand here, even after the 
season is over and many have reterned to their regular winter 
work. During the month we had only tome service on Sunday, and 
few people at that one. 


The prospects for our work this fall are very good in 
spite of the fact that many of our men will be working out 
of town on fefense projects. Attendance is steadily growing, 
and people seem to be more interested this year than last. 
Due to the uncertainty of the times, many hesitate to accept 


any responsibilities, saying that they are not sure how long 


they will be here etc. But we have several new workers in the 
persons of teachers from the local schools. The High school 
music teacher has offered to take over the choir work, another 
new teacher has already undetaken a geen-age girls club and 
Sunday school class, we have promise of several regular mem- 
bers from among the faculty. Needless to day this is most 
encouraging. 


The boys club, Women's Missionary »wociety and other 
church groups are already making their plans for the fall 
program and in another ten days should be in full swing. 


We are trying to do some repair work around the church 
building but due to lack of materials we are having a hard 
time and are not able to do as mich as we had hoped. So 
many materials are either out of stock, or restricted for 
military use only that even tie simple things are often 
unobtainable. Nevertheless we are making the building 
presentable with a little paint and cleaning. 


The High School is completely withouk a science teacher, 
and at their urgent request 4 have been attempting to fill 
the bill until the regular teacher may be found. ‘this of 
course takes quite a good deal of time, but has born fruit 
in several good contacts and thus 4+ feel is worthwhile, though 
I should prefer to be free as soon as possible. 


Respectfully, 
eats Uy eles 


James W. Hall 


ee 
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Box 46 
Ketchikan, Alaska 
November cl, 1942 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Everett, 


“he church here in Ketchikan was asked to pledge $35.00 
to the Board this year. We had a congregational meeting this 
week and pledged ourselves to give 50.00. We ought to do 
more than this, but cannot seem to feel that we ought to-- 
speaking for the church. Money is fairly plentiful tuis year, 
but giving has not been a habit I'm afraid. Enclosed is a 
check for $25.00 to apply on our pledge. We will keep trying 
and before the year is over, we hope to go over our pledge. 


I have been intending to write in regard to Saxman. I 
fear that I have not been doing all that I should there, but 
frankly it has been a conscious omission. I have not made 
any attempt to work there this fall. A young woman is living 
there and doing fair work with the children. She is a member 
of the Assembly of God church, or rather I think an offshoot 
of it, and is in part supported by a local chureh in California. 
Because of the war we havehad to postpone any plans for the 
chapel there. No materials and labor costs would be prohibitive. 
A Salvation Army la¥ worker still holds services there, and 
with his and these others which the young woman holds I per- 
sonally do not see a place for more. Some of the Saxman 
people come here to cnourch regularly. Most all of the people 
come to town several times a weex for the show, and do all 
their other business here anyway. My feeling is that they 
might as well come here to church too, until such time as we 
may build a chapel there. So at present there wiil be no 
pledge from the church at Saxman. 


T would like to talk to you about another matter which is 
weighing rather heavily upon my heart and mind. I cannot help 
but be strongly drawn towards entering active service. I am 
ineligible for the chaplainscorps, so I mean just---active ser- 
vice. My convictions are the same as those of the men who 
are serving in this way; so to me the real question seems to 
be: where can 1 serve the best, where can I feel that fF am 
doing the most? 

I am not overly discouraged here, if you are not too dis- 
satisfied with my work, I am not wanting to quit. But frankly 
speaking I do not feel that I am cut out for native work, I 
do not seem to be filling any real spiritual needs these people 
may have. In fact I have seriously questioned my place in the 
whole work, among any people. The older ministers here have 
told me that it takes time. I realize that---time will tell, 
but just now time is important to le, more so than ever before. 
T would welcome a critical survey of my work here, would like 


to have some basis other than my own feelings for judging my 
service here. I cannot seem to find a real common ground, 
common basisiof personal contact with these people. I have 
tried to decide if it were because my heart is not enough in 
my work. I do not know. But I do know it is concerned with 
with service to country. And there is my question--am I, in 
this little town, among these people whom I cannot fully 
understand, doing my full service? 

And there the question of loyalties arise. Mine conrlict. 
I am strongly bound by tradition, respect, ideals, fréendships 
to the Board and to this work. I would find it very hard to 
make the actual decision to leave it. 


I am not exactly asking for advice. I uust decide this, 
and advice is not my need. But I would very much appreciate 
whatever you might lixe to say on the subject. Perhaps it 
will enable me to clarify my thinxing. This is not new. I 
seriously considered asking for leave of absence Sept. 1. But 
then as the fall program shaped up etc., I decided I belonged 
here, and that I could ignore this other claim. But it seems 
I can't ignore it, perhaps I can settle it now. I have not 
said anything to Bad as yet, feeling that it might cause iim 
needless worry. I hope than it can be worked out so Lhat I 
won't have to say anything.t I really want to stay wibh the 
Board. And I do feel that all will work out for the best-- 
it always has ror me. 


Thank you for all you have done. 


Sincerely, 
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“Rev. sahes We Rath, 
Box 46 | ie 
‘Ketchikan, Alaska . : | aah, | 


Thanke fer’ ‘the ae news abovt the banevileaie ancta “ee your . 

Church has accepted, Please tell the congregation that the Poard | 
of National Missions has noted thie fine step forward and ia: here-— 
by expressing to them their appreciation. This is: certainly avery: 

fine act on the part of the church, and it. As” aediag & ere to 
you and | your Leadership, 


i> do not see how: you ‘obald have saad ‘Gaxean ele tha’ at ‘teu! hy 

months. I think you cre acting wisely in permitting the loeal Tonter 
- ghip to take care of the needs and to welcome. the people from Saxman. 9)... 
1% your. regular church service. in Renohicny at. Heaeh Tor, the: agra. : 


| Now for the personal nather tua. has been geleblug. heavily upon your. 
heart and mind. I fully sympcthize with you in the. strugcle that. ie 
are experiencing. I, too, have gone through mach of the same problem. 
and expect that every other live and wide awake American ~ ‘Es, net Te 
some sort of army service is. experiencing the same. thing. T cannot. 
tell you what to de. 1 wish that I conld. Howaver, DY, car gine you, 
pea 8 ; ‘some of my own convictions that have: been created out. of hard tous 
Ais ee battles such As yon are fighting. ae og signee ee 4 ce le ce 


en a one OS ites of all. you. wat say 6 joovanlt eud’ ‘say ne ‘over ‘as ‘over. igen 
CS ae atet _ that the war will. not be won by the men in the armed foress along. Of” i 
Te a A gourse, 4% is ‘necessary to have the men on the fighting line, but it: ts pnts 
../ Just as necessary and essential to have men at home keeping the home — 3 
fires burning. It would be the highest degree ‘of fellacy to ‘send all of). 
our men to the front and not have men back at home See. Footy. ‘ 


amen t bien ete. ote ae ee . ae AA oe oe ety As Se 
ae the second snes’ T ‘think you: ona Cane the’ fact that, nevada, te as a 
peaarsig in petite as } oan. and anenet tony tn Wriee x ve 
alae ile ie i Pal 


Rey. James Well © 0 ae ggetiber 10,2942) 
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battles can be won with ‘& limited amount of ammunition. 


you must appreciate. the fact that even though you are not in active 


There is a great need for ministers today who are not in the armed ica an 
forces. In fact, I do not remember the day when there was such a ts he ee 
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December 11, 1942 


Dr. Everett B. King 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York, N.Y. 


Dear Everett, 


A day ot two after I mailed my last letter, I received 
yours acknowledging the Klawock report. I don't know whether 
its a missprint or not, but you mention the expenses as being 
$67. Actually they were $57 and this plus the $18 check todéals 
the original $75. I am sure you know this but I just want to 
be sure its straight. 


In your letter you went on to add some encouraging words. 
They were goodito have and I think perhaps I would Bexe not have 
written as I did if I had received them a day or so sooner. I 
have been doing some more thinking, and before the President 
stopped all voluntary enlistments, 1 think that I had decided 
to stay here anyway. While I still could get in now, I have 
come to feel that my place is here, and so have no invention 
of leaving for the army. 


I still would like to talk over the field with you bhough. 
I am still disappointed in the reactions of the native people. 
But I do not want to leave here, that is, if you feel that 
I am doing enough to justify my salary. By the church work as 
a whole, we have been much encouraged these last few monbhs. 
Native attendance stays about the same, but white attendance 
Steadily grows. The natives never came much in the morning, 
and last year the morning services were pretty disheartening 
affairs. Our average morningnattendance for Nov. 1941 was &. 
This year it is 31. Ayear ago,Dec. 6, 1941 we nad & in bhe 
morning, last Sunday 57. And our offerings must be up more 
than 2OO percent. This increase is largely due to white 
people in the town, although the natives do make a much better 
showing in the morning than they used to. We have a big 
percentage of the high school teachers, in fact with possibly 
two exceptions I think we have all the new teachers in town 
this year. We have about ten or more present every Sunday, 
and three of them are regular Sunday school teachers. Tie 
public school music teacher is directing our choir, and in 
spite of the shortage of men, + think we will have a cantata 
for the first time in six years in this churdh. 


As you may know we have a new radio station in town. It 
is well financed and we have many of the large programs. They 
have given 15 minutes every week-day evening to the Ministerial 
association, and as it works out I have 15 minutes evepy other 
week. Our program was well received, the men at the station 
said it was the best of tle lot, and out attendance increased 
tle following Sunday,some of the increaseg directly traceable 
to tle broadcast. Also becuase of it I think we can count 
on the the program manager of the station and his wife to be 
here regularly. All this of course is encouraging. 


Something I have had to fight consistently is the wide- 
spread belief that this church is strictly for natives, and 
that all Presbyterians are supposed to go to the Metnodist 
Church. The Methodist man continually spreads this about, and 
has tried to use it several times on each of the teachers etc. 
who come here. In answer to it, I have sdad that D know of 
no such agreement, that it is true that we do work minty 
with the natives butihat we welcomecanyone who wishes to come, 
and my recommendation to them is to go wherever they are happiest. 
I have asked Mr. Beck about #f and he says emphatically that 
there is no such agreement. I would appreciate anything you 
might be awle to find on this matter. 


I really feel that the larger future of this church lies 
in an arrangement similar to that at Wrangell---that is a mixed 
congregation. The native people seem to be very pleased with 
the increase in white attendance, especially that of the service 
men who sre beginning to discover this "native church". 


As far as statistics go, the membership shows no increase, 
andin fact when we really go through the church roll this spr ing 
and dropa lot of inactive members its is going to cut away down. 
We will have about six, and possibly eight new adult members 
the first Sunday of the new year, and quite a group of children 
to come in at Easter time. 


Prayer meeting attendance was about eight when 1 came, now 
it is away down. I have tried different kinds of services etc., 
but with no results. Perhaps after Cnristmas if we contisue to 
have no one or one or two, we will discbntinue it for awhile. 


Sunday school attendance is about the same, but our set-up 
is mch better, our teachers are A-l, and I do not think we will 
have the same big drop right after Christmas that they have had 
in the past. 


That's$S the general situation. . The church as a whole is 
going along pretty well, but I still do not feel that I have 
really reacned the native people. But we like it, and are ready 
to keep at it, if you are satisfied. The work goes on much the 
same from one week to the next, and there are few exceptional 
things to report, we are trying to keep it growing. 


Judd Sinally got through the travel control and found 
passage on 4 boat. He and his wife stopped here for a few days, 
and we surely enjoyed heir company. Hope he likes Wrangell, 

I am sure he will be liked by them, and sure to@that he will 
like his work. 


Well all for now. Hope you and Mrs. King are well and 
Ruth and I wish you-all a “erry Christmas! 


Sincerely, 


- 
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PRS BYTERIAN CHURCH al 
Ketchikan, Alaska 


James “i. Hall, Minister Phone Black 256 


Sunday Morning, November 22, 1942 
Kleven U'tclock 


THE ORDER OF SERVICE 


Piano Prelud3 ~ = -=-- +--+ -+- Miss Vivian Naimy 
Call to Worship 
Doxology, invocation and Lord's Prayer 
Responsive Reading, No. 304, 

Hymn 227 ---+---+ +--+ = ="How Firm A Foundation" 
Reading of the Scripture - --- =~ - += - — Matt 5:1-16 
Morning Prayer 
Norning Offertory 
Offertory = - -= Miss Vivian Naimy 
Presentation, Praver of Dedication 
Hymn 235 = === -= + - = = "In The Sross Of Christ" 


Sermon: “The Mountain Trail 
Hymn 220 ---=--- - - -"My Faith Looks Up TogThee" 
Benediction, followed by Moment of Silence 
Postlude 
Evening Worship 
7:30 


Piano Prelude 
Doxolosy 
Hymn 103 
Hymn 180 

Reading of the Scripture 
Evening Prayer 
Offering of Our Gifts, Prayer of Dedication 
Hymn 197 
Sermon by the pastor 


Hymn 169 
ab Closing Prayer 


e 


a 
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. 
* mys WEEK th TR Choc 
Mondev 
7:40 P.M. Senior Choir Practice 


Tuesday 
M. Junior Choir Practice 
73:30 P.M. "The Pioneers" 
M. Girlts Club, Miss Sommers, Leeder 


7:06 P.M. Prayer Meoting. 

5:00 P.M. Senior Choir Practice 
Thursday 

11:00 A.M. Special Thanksgiving Service. 


KK 


Congratulations to the new elders! Fred Yailace, 
re-elected for a three year term. Clarence Dundas, re- 
elected for a two year term. Frank “illiams, elected 
for e three vear term. irs. George inman, elected for 
a two year term. These are our choices to fill the 
empty seats in our session. It is an honor, a privi- 
lege, and a responsibility which we have conferred 
upon them. We are confident that they will not fail 
to serve faithfully in this their appointed place. 

Let us all prey for blessing end guidance for them 
end for our church. 


The Congregetion pledged themselves to give at 
east fifty dollars to the Board of National Missions 
this year. This is fifteun doilars more than the 
Board requested from us. But even the fitty doliars 
is only a small percentage of whet the Poerd gives us 
every year. Let us be more thoughtfui and more thank- 
ful in our giving---and go over our pledge this year. 


Even in wartime we in America have mich to be 
thenkful for. Mey Thanksgiving be a joyous holiday, 
but may it also be tempered by tho r-aliz:tion that 
our attitude towards God today doteruiivs vomorrow. A 
special Thanksgiving Service will no heid Thursday 
morning at eleven. 


